Church of Saint Lawrenc

345 Elmwood Lane
Riegelsville, Pa 18077

Rev. Walter J. Benn,
Pastor

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evenings @ 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning @ 9:30 a.m.
Holy Days @ 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat. @ 9AM
Thurs, 9AM No Mass, Communion Distribution Only

Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesdays 9:30AM to 12 noon.
Confessions

Saturday 3:30pm to 4:30pm

Or by appointment other days/time. Contact Rectory

St. Lawrence Men’s Club
Meets second Monday of the month (Sept-May) at 7:00 p.m.

Altar & Rosary Society
Meets second Thursday of the month (Sept-May) 7:00p.m.

Lay Carmelite Community
of St. Teresa of Jesus of Los Andes

Meets First Saturday of each month after the 9:00 a.m. Mass.

Rectory610-749-2684
Rectory FaXi10-749-2695

Emailsaintlawrence@verizon.ne

Websitesaint-Lawrence-
church.org

Parish Registration

We welcome all new members to our Parish family. Please
register when you move into the parish. Please notify us if you
are moving.

Weddings

Couples are asked to contact the Rectory and make
arrangements at least six months prior to their intended
Catholic Elementary School

Children may attend Regina Academy at St. John the Baptist
School, Ottsville; for further information call: 610-847-5523.

Parish PREP Classes

Parish children attending public or private school, may receive
Catholic Faith instructions on Sunday at 8:30 a.m. in the Parish
Hall from October to May. Registration is published in the
Parish Bulletin.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9:30 a.m. to Noon



Pastor’s Corner! December 16, 2018

Is amazing how often we can fall into the
trap of making judgements about a person before
we have heard “the whole story”. We hear or see
the initial, and perhaps flamboyant story about
them, but don’t take the time to ask questions and
develop the details, that once known, put our
perception of the person or issue in a completely
different context. That often happens with St. John
the Baptist. We hear about his fire and brimstone
preaching, challenging his listeners to repent of
their sins and that is far as it goes. We presume that
this is what defines St. John the Baptist. Today’s
Gospel picks up where last week’s Gospel left off.
In it we discover that there was more to The Baptist
message than we give him credit for. The Baptist’s
preaching is starting to have an effect. People from
all walks of life, Jews and Gentiles are beginning to
give the Baptist message serious consideration in
the light of how they live their lives, and they don’t
like what they see. Happily, they own their
sinfulness. They stop making excuses for their
behavior and choices. They admit that they are
sinning. They practice humility; namely, they ask
for guidance, “Teacher, what should we do?” Then
notice what happens? He responds with patience
and kindness. The guidance he offers is one of
moderation. Don’t hoard your clothing [e.g.
cloaks]; don’t over-charge when you are collecting
taxes; don’t bully people; don’t falsely accuse
people. Basically, don’t take advantage of another
during times when they are vulnerable. Be satisfied
and grateful for the blessings you enjoy from God,
and don’t hoard them, by withholding them from
those who do not have anything. Basically, John is
asking them a very basic question. How, as persons
who are enjoying God’s love; can we turn around
and deliberately withhold from those in need of his
Love, the very Love He has made us custodians of?

There is much for you and I to draw from in
this Gospel and from St. John the Baptist. |
would call your attention to two basic points: #1
Look at the process of the people’s conversion. [1]
They listen to the preaching of St. John the Baptist.
[2] Humbly, they admit to themselves and then to
God, that “Yes! Indeed, I was wrong! When I did
such and such, I wrong that person. I wronged God.
I wronged myself. I lied to my heart! I lied to my
conscience!” [3] What should I/we do? Humbly,
they admit that they don’t know what to do.
Humbly, they ask for help, which they will receive
from God when they request baptism from John.

[4] Finally, they embrace the advice that God offers
them through the compassionate words of the
Baptist. They turn away from their destructive
behavior. From that time on, their choices reflect the
generosity of God’s love; they live in moderation.

My brother’s & sister’s, the above is not
rocket science. You & I are no different from the
people of St. John the Baptist’ day. The causes of
our wounds are no different than the causes of the
wounds in St. John’s day. The source of healing for
our wounds is no different than the source of healing
for the people of John’s time. We need to get out of
our spiritual recliner and seek God out in a place
which we are certain is unpleasant; namely, the
desert. We need to go to God; not wait for God to
come to us. There, free of distractions and the
competing noise of our culture, we need to be silent
and listen. Advent is an opportunity for us to create
our personal desert, so that we can allow God to
have access to us. The Sacrament of Reconciliation
can also be the moment when we have our own St.
John the Baptist moment.

Your brother in Christ, Fr. Walter J. Benn

REJOICE!

Today has traditionally been called Gaudete Sunday.
The Latin tag is derived from Pauls appeal in the
second reading to rejoice always in the Lord, and the
Latin Mass text based on that reading. The irony and
paradox of this Christian joy is underlined by the
fact that Paul wrote those words in prison. But from
there he could see the progress of Gods work.

Is it obvious to us? We feel that this is not the time
for joy when there is so much suffering and moral
evil. It is interesting, then, that the first reading is
from the prophet Zephaniah, who is almost
exclusively concerned with gloomy visions of
Judgment Day. Today the Church selects the only
optimistic text in Zephaniah, in which the prophet
has been touched by the spirit of joy.

This, we are assured on all sides, is the season of
joy. Let us recapture that feeling of joy in our lives

and reflect it to those who are joyless.
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

Help Needed! Re: Decoration of our church for
Christmas! We will need some helping hands to
decorate our church for Christmas On Sunday,
December 16" following the 9:30AM Mass.




The tasks are important but not complicated. Erec-
tion of the Nativity Scene in front of St. Joseph stat-
ute, brining in potted flowers {Poinsettias}, placing
candles in the windows, wreathes on the church
doors and back wall and little ladder work in plac-
ing poinsettias in the alcoves above the back altar.
A modest lunch will be provided following our
work, which should not take very long. Any help
parishioners can offer is very much appreciated.

COLLECTIONS: Dec 9, Parish @ $3041, Food
Pantry @ $511, Immaculate Conception @ $310
Christmas Flowers @ $10, Religious Retirement @,
$10 Thank You!!

2019 Weekly Envelopes are available for pick up.
Please do so promptly. Thank you!!

Altar Rosary Annual Christmas Dinner:

All ladies of the Parish are invited to join us @ the
Riegelsville Inn on Thursday, Jan 3, 2019. Sign up
forms in Vestibule of Church. Questions contact
Mary Senior @ 267-882-5586

Scripture Readings and Carols Prior to the 4 PM
Mass on Christmas Eve, there will be a 20 minute
program of the retelling of the story of the Birth of
Christ through Scripture Readings and Christmas
Carols. The program will begin at 3:40. Come early
and enjoy hearing the Christmas Story and singing
familiar Carols.

March for Life: in Washington, DC; Friday, Jan.
18 bus trip departing St. John’s in AM returning
that evening & largely sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus, #4545. Sign up sheet in vestibule of our
Church.

New Parishioners ~-WELCOME!! No need to feel
shy. We are happy you are here. To register see an
usher, or fill out form in vestibule of church, or call
610-749-2684 or email: saintlawrence@verizon.net
We are ready to welcome you.

Shut In - House Calls Update: We are updating
our list of those requesting visitation by Fr. Benn.
Please provide: name, all contact information and
reason to Parish office via phone or email to: saint-
lawrence@verizon.net

IMPORTANT: Our Sick & Housebound: listing
is beginning anew. Please advise if you desire a
name to be included. Thank you.

December 16, 2018
Third Sunday of Advent

Saturday - Dec 15th -
Confessions: 3:30pm to 4:30pm
S5PM: Mathew Fanning (Senior Family)

Sunday - Dec 16th -
9:30AM: John Rizzo (Culichia Family)

Monday - Dec 17th - Advent Weekday
9AM: Alice Ciastion (Carol & William Pecorale)

Tuesday - Dec 18th - Advent Weekday
9AM: Intentions of Fran Hudec (Jones Family)

Wednesday - Dec. 19th — Advent Weekday
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament — 9:30am - 12 noon
9AM: Fern Gibson (Senior Family)

Thursday - Dec 20th - Advent Weekday
9AM: No Mass. Readings & Communion

Friday - Dec 21st - St. Peter Canisius, Priest &
Doctor of the Church
9AM: Living & Deceased Members of St. Lawrence

Saturday - Dec 22nd - Advent Weekday

Weekday:

9AM:

ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE:
Lectors for:

12/24 4 PM: TBD

6 PM: TBD
12/25  9:30 AM: TBD

Altar Servers for:

12/24 4PM: TBD
6 PM: TBD

12/25 9:30 AM: TBD

Extraordinary Ministers:

12/24 4PM: TBD
PM: TBD

1225  9:30 AM: TBD

Please Pray for Our Sick and Housebound,

Deceased Members, for an end to abortion and
respect for all life! Fern & John Gibson, William
Merkle, Barbara and Ells Cheeseman, Julie Petry,
Eve Zelle, Steven Fusco, Russ & Ann Funkhouser
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